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Figure 1. Map of Giurgiu Fortress in  the  Danube island, about 1650. 



                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. 



                                                                                

 

 



                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 3 Map of Giurgiu Fortress in 1790. 

 

 

Figure 4Map of the city and fortress realized by the Russianmilitary, in 1829.  

 



                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 5Map of Giurgiu realized in 1830by  ing. Moritz von Ott

 



                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 6.Historical map of  Giurgiu in the regional territory and the relation with Danube.  

 

Figure 7. Map of Giurgiu streets network at 1864. 



                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 8Map of the city in 1939 in which it appears the extension with the “Summer Theater” District.  

 

 



                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 9Scheme showing the position of Giurgiu in the Danube regional context. Source> FU_UAUIM- master project 2018 – 
stud. Urb. Vacaru Vlad 

 
Figure 10The relation between the Danube axis and the main axis of development in the Romanian South territory.Source: 
adaptation from THE AXIS OF TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT PLOIESTI – BUCHAREST - GIURGIU - STRUCTURAL AXIS OF THE 

SOUTH OF ROMANIA THE DEVELOPMENT, UAUIM-CCPEC- 2013. 



                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 11 Study map of the accessibility and settlements network of the region Giurgiu Ruse. Source> FU_UAUIM- master project 
2018 – stud. Urb. Vacaru Vlad

 



                                                                                

 

 



                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 12 Connectivity to TEN-T of the big cities along Danube. Source>Negulescu, M.-H.- Connectivity along Danube, study, 
unpublished, 2018



                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 13Longitudinal and transversal relations of the PBG Axis in the south of the country. Source: adaptation from THE AXIS OF 
TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT PLOIESTI -BUCHAREST - GIURGIU - STRUCTURAL AXIS OF THE SOUTH OF ROMANIA THE 

DEVELOPMENT, UAUIM-CCPEC- 2013. 
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Figure 14. Main urban structure and land uses of Giurgiu city . Source>Study map within amster level project _ FU-UAUIM, 
sem.2/ 2018>stud.urb. Ghita Cristian



                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 15 Land use map  of Giurgiu within the current General Urban Development Plan. Source>http://www.primariagiurgiu.ro
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http://www.primariagiurgiu.ro/


                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 16 Overview map of different landscape typologies of Giurgiu region.

 



                                                                                

 

 

 
Figure 17.Excerpts from the LANDSCAPE ATLAS - LANDSCAPES IDENTIFICATION AND CHARACTER    ASSESMENT IN THE 

ROMANIA - BULGARIA CROSS BORDER AREA, showing the Landscape Units 
ihttp://www.spatial.mdrap.ro/files/Project%20results/Work%20Package%206/Metrodology%20Landscapes.pdf 

 

Figure 18 Different specific natural landscapes around Giurgiu with different perception. Source> project of stud.urbGrigore 
Elena, Master level, year 2/ sem2_2018. FU_UAUIM 

 

http://www.spatial.mdrap.ro/files/Project%20results/Work%20Package%206/Metrodology%20Landscapes.pdf
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Figure 19. Natura 2000 areas (with green) in the Girugiu region. Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level project, sem.II/ 
2018, stud. Urb.Ghita Cristian. 

 



                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 20. Bird and habitats directive according to Natura 2000, source:THELANDSCAPE ATLAS - LANDSCAPES IDENTIFICATION 
AND CHARACTER   ASSESMENT IN THE ROMANIA - BULGARIA CROSS BORDER AREA 
ihttp://www.spatial.mdrap.ro/files/Project%20results/Work%20Package%206/Metrodology%20Landscapes.pdf 
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Figure 21. Excerpts from the official map pf protection of tangible heritage in Giurgiu . Key: with red – historical monuments, with 
pink- historic assemblies, with violet- protected area of monuments and historic sites, red line- the limit of the protected area for 
local heritage. 
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Figure 22 Protected architectural assembly in Giurgiu, cf. official list of monuments and sites,  http://www.cultura.ro/lista-
monumentelor-istorice 

http://www.cultura.ro/lista-monumentelor-istorice
http://www.cultura.ro/lista-monumentelor-istorice
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Figure 23 memorial values of tangible heritage at Giurgiu, historic statues (Diana, and Apollo/ Belvedere – 1897) source:  The 
Hystorical Study of Giurgiu Evolution, as part of General Development Plan of Giurgiu, 2013, authors: Arh. AurelIoan BOTEZ - 

expert MCC, arh. Anne Marie GACICHEVICI, ist. Dana Gabriela DUMITRESCU, p22 

 

 

https://ich.unesco.org/index.php?lg=en&pg=00053
https://ich.unesco.org/index.php?lg=en&pg=00054
https://ich.unesco.org/index.php?lg=en&pg=00055
https://ich.unesco.org/index.php?lg=en&pg=00056
https://ich.unesco.org/index.php?lg=en&pg=00057
https://ich.unesco.org/index.php?lg=en&pg=00057
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http://www.muzeultaranuluiroman.ro/conferinte/?p=37. 
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Figure 24Calusului Ritual. http://www.muzeultaranuluiroman.ro/conferinte/?p=37 

http://portcetate.ro/
http://www.muzeultaranuluiroman.ro/conferinte/?p=37


                                                                                

 

 

 

Figure 25 Traditional Romanian blouse from Giurgiu region. http://www.muzeultaranuluiroman.ro/conferinte/?p=37 

 

Figure 26 Traditional Danube specific food based on fish- ”Bors de peste”,from Ostrov, Dervent Monastry, 
http://www.antenasatelor.ro/vrem-sa-stii/reteta-zilei/29546-ciorba-de-pe%C8%99te-ca-la-manastirea-dervent-re%C8%9Bete-

romane%C8%99ti.html  
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http://www.antenasatelor.ro/vrem-sa-stii/reteta-zilei/29546-ciorba-de-pe%C8%99te-ca-la-manastirea-dervent-re%C8%9Bete-romane%C8%99ti.html


                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Figure 27 Touristic resources concentration at the level of Giurgiu County and Municipality, source> students work, master level. 
Sem. II, 2018, FU_UAUIM. 
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Figure 28. Giurgiu- Mausoleum of Heroes, It is located in the city of Giurgiu, on Bulevardul Bucureşti, nr. 18 B, in the cemetery 
“Eternity”. The Mausoleum is listed on the Historical Monuments List. Together with the church “Ascension of God” it forms a 

representative historical ensemble for this area.11 
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http://www.zlg.ro/
http://ventorgrup.ro/
https://www.voestalpine.com/
http://poteca-studio.ro/
https://giurgiu.cylex.ro/
http://giurgiuro.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cniptgiurgiu/posts/2014159238799026
http://www.giurgiuveanul.ro/
http://www.primariagiurgiu.ro/
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http://www.teatrultudorvianu.ro/
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GIURGIU’S DANUBE –CONTEXT IN THE ACTUAL URBAN PLANS 

This chapter presents the cultural and touristic potential of the city and Danube waterfront in the 

regional, cross-border (related to city of Ruse) and local development through former strategies and 

future proposals.  

6.1. CROSS BORDERS STRATEGIES  

The Romanian legislative framework13 is completed with strategies at the European Level, cross 
border level, regional level as SUERD, INTEREG Romania-Bulgaria, EPSON 2020 that are Integrated 
approach to territorial development and supports integrated territorial approach by providing provisions 
covering a wide range of themes and issues relevant to the authorities and decision-making bodies 
regions, cities and larger territories. 

We are mention here some of the important development plans for Giurgiu that are related with 
the international and national level are Integrated Urban Development Strategy of Giurgiu (SIDU), ,  Green 
Twinning - Twinning Project Giurgiu – Ruse, Cross-border strategy for promoting tourism potential in the 
Giurgiu-Ruse area and good livability. 

According to the “Cross-border strategy for promoting tourism potential in the Giurgiu-Ruse 
area”, the main tourism concepts with potential for the Giurgiu-Ruse strategy are represented by: 

1. Landscape tourism - focusing on the use of potential natural areas important, by developing 
attractive natural facilities, while also linking to the concepts of ecotourism and sustainable tourism 

2. Rural tourism - the type of tourism with an emphasis on rural destinations 
3. Ecotourism - tourism that involves responsible travel to areas natural, with a view to protecting 

the environment. 
Thus, Giurgiu's development priorities are represented by: Development of fishing tourism; 

Creation of a recreation area in the South of Giurgiu County, near urban agglomeration Giurgiu; 
Development of river and recreational tourism on the Danube. 

 
While on the Romanian side of the Danube is pursued the tourist development with emphasis on 

natural elements, in Ruse, the emphasis is on cultural objectives tourist attraction built as: The "Saint 
Dimitrie Basarabovski"; The Medieval Cerven city; Urban tourism in the city of Ruse. 

 
The objectives and common development directions of the Giurgiu-Ruse Euroregion must be 

respected and fulfilled for a better cohesion, coherence between the two border towns, mitigation of the 
socio-economic development disparities, better transport infrastructure to ensure the rapid and the 
creation of public spaces, parks and gardens that use natural resources, and encourages recreation and 
socialization between the two communities at the border. 

 



                                                                                

 

 

 

Good connection means good accessibility and mobility (see Chapter 2.2), in the field of the 

transport system, focused on the following key moments: improving transports accessibility at cross-

border level, development of effective transport system within the urban areas.14 

(1)    (2)    

(1) Potential route of the city train/tram system at local /inner-city/ and cross-border level /between the cities Ruse and Giurgiu. 

Source: Euroregion Ruse-Giurgiu Operations /ERGO/ Masterplan /elaboarted within the project ‘’Euroregion Ruse-Giurgiu 

Operations - Integrated Opportunity Management through Master- Planning’’/  (2) Mezzo scale and local scale situation for 

Giurgiu - Ruse. Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level project, sem.II/ 2018, stud. Dumitru Andreea 

 



                                                                                

 

 

TOURISTIC POTENTIAL  Giurgiu - Ruse. Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level project, sem.II/ 2018, studSpiridon Luiza 

6.2. NATIONAL FRAMEWORK - National Territory Plan (PATN) 

Giurgiu is framing in urban planning documentation and related urban planning regulations as 

National Territory Plan (PATN)15. According to the development directions provided by the PATN, the 

municipality of Giurgiu, the crossing point of the southern border of Romania is present in all the sections16 

excepts risks and the Town Planning Plan17 is correlated with it.  

 

Monuments . Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level project, sem.II/ 2018, stud.Hoinarescu Irina 

 

6.3. CONCLUSION RELATIONSHIP – IN THE PLANS – BETWEEN THE TWO CITIES ACCORDING – 

PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT VISIONS 

One of the important developments is to underline the tourism structure for the places that not 
very well know – the less know heritage. According to Chapter 4, there are sights of interest in the city of 
Giurgiu, but with a missing connection structure. Focusing on different development areas for Tourism / 
Urban development, could be projects, in the sphere of tourism and urban development, concentrated 



                                                                                

 

 

on the attractiveness of urban centers - visitor centres, green zones, city centers refurbishment /real 
estate sector/.  

 

    

(1) Giurgiu – Ruse , cities center axes and  communication ways and timing. Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level 
project, sem.II/ 2018, stud. Dumitru Andreea   

Tourism is one of the most important branches of the economy, being a supplier of jobs and 
representing the world's most important industry. It is precisely for this reason that it must be emphasized 
that due to rapid and irrational developments, world heritage and protected natural areas are in danger. 
Thus, the development of sustainable tourism, heritage preservation, the creation and management of 
attractive landmarks and landscapes in certain areas must be considered for Giurgiu and Ruse area.  

The existing touristic offer should be extended through the heritage resources and potential that 
was mentions in the previous chapter. One development perspective of the Giurgiu – Ruse relation is to 
highlight the issue of cross-border landscape development in the Twin Cities, by blurring administrative 
barriers and spatial perceptions. 

 
Thus, the development vision of the cross-border landscape integrates several perspectives, 

including the two cities as a whole, but also the perspective on them from the Danube and the mutual 

perspective and based on the cross-border collaboration between the two twin cities along the Danube 

River, for the purpose of territorial development. 

 



                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 Giurgiu – Ruse , cities strategic planning level.  Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level project, sem.II/ 2018, stud. 
Dumitru Andreea   



                                                                                

 

 

To link sequences that make up the entire route linking the centers of the two cities the Giurgiu 

and Rousse frontiers are mainly completed with the passage on the Danube, which reinforces the 

connection between the two cities with water and its connection function of the two banks, can be 

considered a symbol of the idea of Twin Cities along with the potential route (pedestrian and cycle route). 

The vision of the route, along with its adjacent functions, aims to improve the quality of living, the social 

relationships between the two communities, and to attract tourists and investors to sustain and increase 

the economy of the two cities, thus enhancing their harmonious development. 

On the other hand, the administrative boundary/ border area is defined as a limit, whether natural 

or conventional, which divides the territories of the both countries. The idea of limitation in the definition 

of the border comes from the necessity of framing the territory that the country possesses, establishing 

boundaries (boundaries) to the zones of meeting with the territories of the neighboring countries, thus 

shaping their space and their own identity so a good vision on the waterfront area is important. 

 

 

Giurgiu – Ruse , cities gorder lanadscape.  Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level project, sem.II/ 2018, stud. Dumitru 
Andreea   



                                                                                

 

 

 

Giurgiu island valoriasation strategy that include also natural and archeological heritage.  Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ 

master level project, sem.II/ 2018, stud. Grigore Elena 

Giurgiu – Ruse , cities gorder lanadscapeand natural heritage.  Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level project, sem.II/ 

2018, stud. Bucur Alexandra 

But, still, are also unvalued heritage and architecture structures, former industrial landscape, 

productive landscape and wetlands and abandoned open/public spaces (socio- cultural – playscapes) 

 

Different landscape typologies to be revitalized. Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level project, sem.II/ 2018, stud. 

Gheorghe Ramona 



                                                                                

 

 

6.4.  LOCAL INITIATIVES AND DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS  

Several activities emerged from the local needs and 

small ideas, coupled with the very strong relationship 

between the Urban Planning Department of  Giurgiu 

Municipality, led by the Chief Architect- Catalina 

Varzaru- and “Ion Mincu” University f Architecture and 

Urbanism, get to a coherent framework which combine 

the top-down purposes and the bottom -up approach 

of spatial planning in Giurgiu.  

One of this is the student workshop dedicated to the reactivation of the former Sugar Factory Park, 

activities which will include a minimal introduction of Craddle2Craddle philosophy, circular economy, self-

sustaining habitat, parametric optimization, adjacent software and also integrating landscape re-

designing (planting of indigenous vegetal species, realization of urban installations, urban design 

solutions), personalized to the spaces studied and (very important aspect!) executed with the local 

community. https://www.facebook.com/parculfabriciidezahar/?modal=admin_todo_tour. 

 The workshop is a joined initiative of AICI (Bucharest) 

and Basics (Madrid) architecture studios with Giurgiu 

City Hall and “Ion Mincu” University of Architecture 

and Urban Planning, for the implementation of the 

cultural project "Sugar Factory Park - Community 

participatory recovery through parametric modeling", 

co-financed by AFCN (Administration of the National 

Cultural Fund). 

Another interesting local initiative emerged from architecture students born in 

Giurgiu, is linked with the SOLAR Decathlon competition and to the OVER 4 PROJECT. 

The main goal of this project is to improve the way in which the housing blocks, built 

in the communist period in Romania, are currently being renovated. It is about a 

holistic approach to the current rehabilitation projects and focus on reducing the 

energy consumption and the environmental impact in order to reach the nZEB 

standard. By involving the educational, public and private sectors, the OVER 4 

PROJECT’s aim is to define an example of good practice that will underpin the future 

renovation strategies. Giurgiu was chosen as case study and place where to apply and test the concepts 

and ideas developed through project. https://www.over4.org/  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/parculfabriciidezahar/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.over4.org/


                                                                                

 

 

6.5. CONCLUSION– PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT VISIONS 

Given the context in which the city of Giurgiu is situated (the presence of the Danube as a 

European axis, the proximity to Bucharest, the border area between Romania and Bulgaria, the presence 

of vast industrial areas dismantled on the Danube), such a urban restoration project represents one of the 

best ways to attract this city from an economic, cultural and tourist point of view and to connect it with 

the most impressive landscape element here - DANUBE.  

Tourist valuation of historical monuments located along the Danube - Enhancement by 

landscaping and preservation / restoration of the "Giurgiu Fortress" archaeological site: 

Giurgiu Fortress valorization. Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level project, sem.II/ 2018, stud. Hoinarescu Irina 

The impact of urban redevelopment on the use of land and the distribution of functional areas 

generate complex issues at the spatial level. More specifically, the morpho-functional configuration of a 

city implies a method of diagnosis and prognosis on land considered "underprivileged", consisting of 

punctual phenomena of concentration of dysfunctions. In this context, the development vision is the the 

revitalization / regeneration - as a method and process of identifying and resolving the dysfunctions, in 

the first chapter of the paper, focusing on the definition of the problems in relation to the global, macro 

or city level. Starting from these assumptions, the reintegration and revaluation methodology aims to 

achieve an urban development strategy based on the regeneration of the urban industrial landscape. 

As a less know heritage with potential area, the development strategy is concretized by detailing a plan 

for the revitalization of the railway industrial area adjacent to the Plant Channel, in the city of Giurgiu.  

Therefore, Giurgiu has multilayered culture of the Danube LANDSCAPE  and multiple development visions. 

 



                                                                                

 

 

 

 

Revitalization of the railway industrial area adjacent to the Plant Channel.  Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master level 

project, sem.II/ 2018, stud. Vlad Vacaru 



                                                                                

 

 

 

Possibilities and methods of regeneration and peasagistic reintegration of the Chimic Giurgiu - Platform 1.  Source> study map 

of FU- UAUIM_ master level project, sem.II/ 2018, stud.Luciana  Zeca 

 

Landscape Evaluation and  classification accordic to the playful potential  Giurgiu Source> study map of FU- UAUIM_ master 

level project, sem.II/ 2018, stud. Spiridon Luiza 
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